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DESCRIPTION of an ANCIENT IRISH INSTRUMENT, 

prefented to the Royal Irifh Academy by the Right Honourable 
Lord Vif count DILLON, M. R. L A. extracted from bis Lord- 
fhifs Letter on the Subject to the Right Honourable the Earl of 
CHARLEMONT, Pre/ident, and from an Account of the fame 
Infrument by RALPH OUSLEY, Efq; M. R. I A. Communicated 
to the Committee of Antiquities by JOSEPH COOPER WALKER, 
Efq) M. R. I. A* Secretary. 






X HIS inftrument is fuppofed by Mr. Oufley to have been ReadDcc - 
a fpecies of trumpet, called in the old Irifh tales and romances 
Benwowen^ Barr-vaill^ and Buadh^vaiUy which Iaft name fignifies 
mouthpiece of vi<5tory ; he is informed that a trumpet of 
this name is mentioned in the Pfalter of Cafhel, but not de- 
fcribed. It is made of a light fine-grained wood, probably 
willow; is fix feet four inches long ; the wider end meafures 
three inches and a quarter diameter, from whence it gradually 
tapers to a point at the other end, where he fuppofes a mouth- 
piece to have been fixed. 

Vol. IV.. [E] The 
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Tue manner in which it was formed was very rude* It 
feems to have been originally a folid piece, which in that 
ftate was fplit from end to tnd ; each of the pieces into 
which it was thus divided was then awkwardly hollowed or 
grooved at the infide, femi circularly, and tapering, in fuch a 
manner that when joined again, thefe grooves, applying to each 
other, formed a circular and conical perforation through the 
whole length, i-efembling that of a trumpet or horn. To fe- 
cure the pieces in this pofition they were bound together on 
the outfide by a long fillet of thin brafs, about an inch and 
quarter broad, lapped round them in a fpiral, from one end 
to the other, with upwards of an inch of interval between, the 
rolls, and fattened to the wood with fmall brafs nails. The 
ends were fecured l*y circular plates^ probably of the fame metal, 
as appears from intki ftiJI remaining on the furface of the 
wood, thefe pieces having been lofL 

This brafs filletring deferves fbme attention: — Its breadth is 
not equal throughout, being in fome parts a third greater than 
in others ; its edges, though in general nearly ftraight, are not 
fo evenly defined as to give the idea of its having been cut 
from a broader piece of fheet brafs* nor do they bear any 
marks of having been drefTed or touched by any kind of tool 
or inftrument of grinding^ they exhibit* on the contrary, in 
fome parts, that fort of lightly undulating and rounded outline 
on both fides, that might naturally be produced by flattening 
or extending a rod or piece of brafs fufficient to give this 
breadth of plate and no more: this feems not to have been 
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done by ftrokes, both furfaces being very finooth, and {hewing; 
bo appearance of indentures or impreffions of blows ; and the 
thicknefs, which is about equal to that of the belt writing- 
paper, being nearly uniform :,— It feems rather to have been 
efFe&ed by powerful preffare, as by that of a very heavy body 
with a fmooth furface ; but it appears that this prefFure was not 
perfectly equal at all times or in all parts; for though the 
thicknefs is more equable than would probably have refulted 
from hammering, it is not as completely ib as if it had pafled 
through a flatting mill, or been worked by any kind of regu- 
lar mechanical operation* 

This binding is at prefent in four pieces; but it may have 
been broken by the country people that made the difco very; 
for, fuppofing it to be gold, they ftripped the whole of it. from 
the wood; but when convinced of their mHiake> they fattened 
it on again with common pins. The brafe has the fame colour 
and appearance in every refpeft as that now in ufe, and has 
fuffered very little corrofion. 

The instrument was found in the month of Auguft T791, on 
the lands of Becan, in the barony of Coftello, and county of 
Mayo, part of the eftate of Lord Vifcount Dillon. It lay hori- 
zontally, buried in the body of a turf-bog, at the depth of about 
nine feet from the furface. When taken up it was perfe&Iy 
ftraight, but has fince warped fbme what in. drying. The wood 
is ftill very found. 

[Ei] Me; 
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MjL. Gufley thinks it impoffible to afSgn any exa& age to 
this inftrument, but fuppofes it at le&ft previous to the fettle- 
ment of the Englifh in this iflamd, as no fuch thing is men- 
tioned by Gambreiifis, or any other author that has written of 
the affairs of Ireland fiace that period. Lord Dillon concludes, 
from the great accumulation of bog over it, that it muft be 
prefumed to have lain in the fituation where it was found 
many ages; and this is further confirmed by the great rude- 
nefs of its contrivance and workmanihip, particularly of the 
woodeii part, which feems ftrongly to fupport its claim to re- 
mote antiquity. The old Irifh tales, Mr. Oufley obferves, men- 
tion the Benwowen or Bnabbal as a military inftrument of mu- 
fie, ufed only on emergencies, and capable of producing a rooft 
tremendous found, which rtiight be heard to the diftance of 
ieven miles, and whgfe effe&s on all animals within the reach 
of its blaft are defcribed in very exaggerated terms ; and Mr* 
CfHalloran, p. 363 of his Introdu&ion to the Antiquities of 
Ireland, mentions the Buabhal as a well-known military cla- 
rion. Indeed this word is ufed at this day in the Irifli lan- 
guage to denote a horn. Still, however, It muft remain to be 
determined whether this may be confidered as one of the in- 
ftruments known by thefe names. 



